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NGLD-FflEN- GH

The British Traders Gain Sub-

stantial Concessions.

GIGAXTiG MONOPOLY DOOMED

TJie Charier of the Ilujol Xiffcr
Comiinny, Which Ka.ercineK Sov-crels- ru

unl Despotic Powers of
the Mirer Ulvcr, AVI 11 Be Can-

celed and That Region Thrown
Ope" to the "World.

(Special Cablegram Copyrighted.)

London, June IS. England pave a great
eigh of reiler when the terms of the

Anglo-Frenc- h convention settling the
Niger dispute were published. Nobody
expected that there would be much in it
ior Englishmen to crow oyer and nobody
In consequence is disappointed, but the
great and glorious thing remains that
England retains Boussa. The world has
been repeatedly assured that Lord Salis-

bury was steadfastly resolved to fight
France rather than give up Boussa but
most Englishmen had made up their
minds that Boussa would be offered as a
bacrllice on the altar of French suscepti-
bilities. Hence the relief which has been
comically loud.

As far as territorial gains are con-

cerned France wins hands down, but Lord
Salisbury gained for British traders sub-

stantial concessions. Herein he has
bhown unexpected astuteness. The root
of the trouble has long been the Royal
Niger Company, one of those vast trading
corporations which Invariably gets the
imperial into trouble. This
company exercised sovereign and despotic
powers over the River Niger, from the
mouth to beyond Boussa, and kept that
mighty river closed not only to French but
as well to British traders other than its
own agents.

It is (Ms gigantic monopoly which the
French colonial party ten years ago un-
dertook to break up, ana their resolve
has always had the sympathy and sup-Io- rt

of the independent British traders.
who mostly have their headquarters in
Liverpool. The Angio-Frenc- h convention
sounds the death knell of the Royal Niger
Company and lis monoiMjly. for its royal
charter will soon be canceled and the
Niger River and the regions thereabouts
will be thrown open to the free trade of
the world.

Consequently Lord Salisbury made a
double success, pleasing the politicians
by retaining Boussa and earning the
b!eings of trading interests by obtain-
ing important commercial concessions
Irom France, which he followed up by
the extinction of the Niger Company's
monopoly.

This convention is really the best thing
that Lord Salisbury has done since he
has bean in charge of the British foreign
policy. It almost Justifies the belief that
he has, after all, something in his polit-
ical anatomy resembling a backbone. The
discvery is gratifying to the average-Englishma-

XOlf DOM" MUCH DISTURBED.

The Rextnnrant lint Question Ali- -
NorliN Public Attention.

(Special Cablegram Copyrighted.)
London, June 18. The question of hats

Jn the theater was settled a generation
ag in London, but the whole West End,
to say nothing of correspondence columns
of the newspapers, are agitated by the
edict of a pretentious restaurant, which
doirius admission to dinner to any lady
wearing anything more conspicuous than
an egret or coronet in her hair. The man-
ager of this Picadilly establishment.
which is not connected with a hotel, but
pretends to be .swaggerer than any other
eating place on earth, writes in defense
that his aim is to please "a distinguished
clientele, many of whom would withdraw
if they saw a lady with her hat on."

The squabble began In tne terrible di-

lemma imposed on LonCon society over
the question of how to dress for the op-
era, wtien the performance begins at 4
o'clock, lasting, with an interval at din-
ner, till 11.

J.ean .de Reezke found that lie presumed
altogether too much upon his popularity
in London when he refused to sing the
part of Siegfried complete, according to
agreement. It fairly took the great ten-
ons breath away when the Wagner So-
ciety promptly requested the manage-
ment to substitute another singer. The
penalty would have been still more se-
vere f Jean had still proved recalcitrant.
He would have received such a reception
at his next and subsequent appearances
as would have probably suggested to him
tha his career was at an end as far as
London was concerned.

"Unhappily, much of his work in the
present season suggests that the great
tenor's marvelous voice is sadly deterio-
rating.

TO EASTEU MAILS.

Thi riuildinKr of a Short Line Rail
road Contemplated.

(Special Cablegram Copyrighted.)
London. June IS. For a fortnight past

a committee of the House of Commons
has been considering a private bill which
proposes to authorize the construction by
a new corporation called the Fishguard
and Rostaear Railway Company of a lit-

tle ibtt of railway line in a remote aart
of Wales. The entire capital Involved

that something important is at issue can
be judged by the fact that twenty lead-
ing lawyers are engaged, and the legal
and ofher expenses will total quite $4,000

day.
The is that when this little line

is constructed the carriage of American
malls will toe accelerated three or four
hours, while the sea passage between j

.Ireland and England will be appreciably
shortened.

Instead of going north to Dublin, thi
mails and passengers, under the new ar-
rangement, which the bill is to empower.
wBi be taken by the line, hugging the
southeast coast of Ireland, to Rosslear,
on the extreme northeast coast and Hie
nearest point from which a straight line
can be stretched across the sea to Fish-
guard, on the southwest coast of Wales
to'TTreland.

The distance across is fifty-fo- nau-
tical miles, and, with twenty-one-kn- ot

steamers, the passage will occupy only
two and one-ha- lf nouns, while Fishguard
is nearer London than Holyhead Is.

The history of the bill now before the
House Is somewhat curious. Several days
ago parliamentary powers were given to
a local company to construct the short
railway which is the crux of the whole
scheme, but when It came to business
that company found it had not sufficient
money and nothing was done.

Beginning last Autumn a big London
stock broker, who has Intimate relations
with the Great Western Railway Company,

received information which led him to
believe that a 'gigantic scheme was in
contemplation "by a railroad company, sa'd
to be the Midland, to grab the South
Ireland and much of the "West England
and "Welsh traffic and the American mall
contracts. The Integral part of this
scheme was the acquisition of the unbuilt
short line in Wales. The stock broker
saw tliat there was money in the bank-
rupt small company and quietly proceeded
to acquire its stock. The operation cost
him fl.COO.COO, but he is now in possession
of every share.

The bill seeks to empower the transfer
of the old company to a new working
friendly corporation of the Great Western
of England and the Great Southern and
Western or Ireland companies. The bill
would have been passed unopposed had
not the Irish members feared that it
might create a castiron monopoly and
in order to safeguard the interests of
Ireland, had the bill referred to a com-
mittee by which it fs being usefully
amended.

THIRD CAIX FOE. TROOPS.

It Will Not lie Made for Severn I

Weeks Yet.
The possible necessity of another call

for troops has been discussed by the Ad-

ministration.
It was stated by one of the gentlemen

who was at the Administration confer-
ence at the White House yesterday that
the matter was one of the subjects allud-

ed to during the conference.
It is stated that there is no probability

of a third call for some weeks to come.
When the campaign in the northern part
of Cuba is begun the call will be made,
if at all, for a reserve force. Army
science, officers say, lays it down as one
of the first principles that any campaigns
in the tropics should have a reserve force
at least equal to the original expedition.

When the third call was first discussed
in connection with the Cuban campaign
it was suggested that 100,000 men would-- 4

probably be the number asked for. It is
not known that the recent deliberations
have made any change in this estimate.

MORE DELHI THREATENED

The. Government Still Unable to

Get Transports.

MAY IMPRESS VESSELS

IteftiNal of Conntwfne StenniHliIn
Companies to Charter Their Ships
Seriously L'mbiinns.scs the Cam-
paign British Sliina AVIII He Given
American H.eKitry Delnyinir the
Second Expedition.

In endeavoring to obtain transports for
the Porto Rican expedition the War De-

partment has encountered so many diff-
iculties that it now begins to look as

j though the movement Itself will be de
layed.

It was hoped by the Administration that
with the final departure of Gen. Shafter's
army for Santiago, the preliminary plans
for the entire campaign were well under
way.

It now seems that they were mistaken.
Still greater difficulties have ariten by

reason of the scarcity of transports.
The situation is a perplexing one, and

the war experts may well dread the trou-
bles that will have to be encountered be-

fore ships are obtained.
The difficulties in the way are to be

found In the refusal of the coastwise
steamsh!p"owners to further favor the
Government. This was anticipated by
the Government last Wednesday when it
appealed to them by telegraph. They
were then earnestly requested to submit
propositions looking to the chartering of
their vessels by the Government. They
were furthermore furnished with a polite
hint, to the -- effect that British vessels
would be granted the American registry,
If American vessels could not be obtain-
ed.

Notwithstanding the fact that the inev-
itable result of such action would be Brit-
ish competition in the coastwise trade,
after the war Is over, the American own-
ers were not daunted.

They refused to come to the aid of the
Government.

Replies were received from most of
them stating that they could not accede
to the Government's requests and heed
Its appeals. The 'reasons stated were that
it would Injure their trade Interests if
they parted with any more vessels.

Their replies began to come In Thurs-on- e

additional transport has been obtain-oa- e

additional transport has been obatin-e- d.

Assistant Secretary of War Meiklejohn
late yesterday afternoon informed a re-
porter for The Times that the "trarisport
situation" had undergone no change in
forty-eig- ht hours, and that British hulls
are being Inspected.

British owners are naturally very anx-
ious to get into the American coastwise
trade by letting the Government charter
their vessels in the present emergency
and grant them the American registry.
They have consequently been rather lib-

eral In offering the War Department
transports.

The general opinion is that unless the
present obstacles are removed, one of two
courses will have to be decided upon by
the Government.

The first will be to await the return of
the transports which went to Santiago,
which would cause more delay. The sec-
ond, course would be the Impressment oX

end.
In its present dilemma the War De-

partment finds that the lack ot transp-
orts-is also causing delay in other de-
partments. The contracts for furnishing
refrigerated meats for the Army will have
to be delayed, as the commissary general
cannot close these contracts until the
ships which will convey them are pro-
cured.

The lack of ships will also prevent the
immediate sending of relief supplies to
the starving Cubans In accordance with
the plans of the Government for some
time- - past.

The question of transports is not an
Inconsiderable one, and it will have to
bo settled before the present campaign
can "be "carried any further.

Eulogies in the House.
Eulogies were delivered in the House

.yesterday online Jate Senator Harris of
Tennessee by 'Mr. McMillin and the other
members of the Tennessee delegation and
ArcrP Mcjtae., Bland D? At 1

King, Swanson and Clarke of New
Hampshire. The House then adjourned
until 12 o'clock tomorrow.

Sunday Schedule to Cnitin Alerer
(Dunn Loringr, V.,). Southern
Rnllivay.

Trains leave Washington from Pennsyl-
vania station, Sixth and B Streets north-
west, at S:01, 3:01, 11:01 a. in.; 1:10, 3:20 and
6:25 p. m. It

amounts to only a million dollar, muffe v,iU'havelhat lWs to be done in the

a
fact

M ERA IN

Arrival of Count de Cassini, the
Russian Ambassador.

:1E COMES --WITH A MISSION

To Cement the Old Frieiulhliin en

Ruj-hI- and the United
Stutea uml End the Ilispniio-Amer-ie- nn

"War The Count' Remark-
able Record na u. Diplomat

of Ilia Coming:.

Count de Cassini, the Russian ambassa-
dor to Washington, arrived in the city
yesterday mrning, accompanied by his
niece, Miss Cassini. It is probable
that he will be presented to the Presi-
dent tomorrow at 11 o'clock.

The coming of the new Russian ambas-
sador .is the subject of much comment
and speculation in the diplomatic world
here. The European diplomats know the
reputation of Count de Cassini inti-

mately, and to them the sending of such
a famous statesman to America Is far
more important in its meaning, probably,
than it is to Americans in general.

It is said to be even doubtful if the
State Department people themselves fully
realize how high a regard for his abilities
the European governments have. His
rank in Europe is easily among the
three foremost diplomats in the world.

" Count de Cassini comes to Washington
flushed with one of the greatest diplo
matic triumphs of the century the ne-

gotiations for Russia in China. He
comes with a purpose which Russia con-

siders equally important, the cementing
of the friendship between the United
States and Russia.

It Is said in certain of . the embassies
and legations here that the change of the
British ambassador is traceable directly
to the fact that Count de Cassini is to
represent Russia Jn 'America. The
meaning of this statement is that Great
Britain, in order to keep pace with
Russia, desires a more aggressive man
than Sir Julian Pauncefote here. Sir
Julian is placid and kindly. Sir Thomas
Sanderson is vigorous. The reason for
sending Sir Thomas usually alleged is
that the relations between him and
George Curzon are strained to such an
extent that the friendly exit of Sir
Thomas is desirable. This may veil the
larger reason, however.

At any rate, Great Britain, with her
strong desire to secure the good will of
the United States, cannot but look with
borne misgiving at the coming of the
new Russian representative.

Count de Cassini comes of a wonderful
family. The Casslnltt for 174 years In suc-
cession from father to son furnished the
directors of the observatory of Paris.
They are of Italian origin. Giovanni

Cassini was born in Ferinnldo, and
was appointed the director of the French
observatory about HCj. He was succeed-
ed by his son Jacques, he by Cassini de
riiury and he by Jacques Dominique
Count de Cassini.

The Cassini family emigrated to Russia
during the birth of learning in that coun-
try in the second quarter of the nine-
teenth century. The Cassinls have always
been noted for their learning. The pres-
ent count is the first who devoted him-
self to diplomacy and politics rather than
science, although his polite attainments
can hardly be said to be less than those
of his great ancestors.

During all the bitter controversies that
marked the close of the Chino-Japane-

war Count de Cassini was the able rep-
resentative of Russia. It was he who
placed the sword of Russia across the
first draft of the treaty or peace and an
nounced that unless the Japanese should
evacuate the mainland It would be neces-
sary for some of the other powers to lift
the sword of the Czar from the proto-
cols under consideration. His boldness tri-
umphed.

Subsequently ho negotiated all the deli-
cate agreements between the Czar and
the Emperor of China, through which the
recent Russian concessions in the Far
East were secured. He went io St. Pe-
tersburg, and entertained LI Hung
Chang. His work at that time was also
productive of good for Tiussla. Subse-
quently he returned to Pekln to consum-
mate his work.

As a reward he was appointed at the
beginning of this year to the embassy at
Washington. He is the first Russian am-
bassador, and his mission as such Is In-

tended to show in a special manner how
highly the Czar estimates the United
States.

Since his appontment Count de Cassini
has been In Paris. He has been in con-
ference with diplomats from three Euro-
pean courts at least. It is alleged that
he has been attempting tc-- shape diplo-
matic events so that Spain must soon sue
for peace at the dictation of the powers.

His mission in Washington has a two-
fold object, it is alleged very positively
by people of the diplomatic corps. He
wishes first to make secure America's
friendship. TMs second undertaking, if it
is successfully carried out, may accom-
plish with it the first. Russia is one of
the European countries that desire the
war between this country and Spain to
cease. Count de Cassini will endeavor to
bring peace through pressure on Spain.
He will not attempt pressure on the
United States.

The new ambassador's coming will be
a distinct spur to international politics.

Despite Count de Cassini's remarkable
ancestry and training in the Czar's gov-
ernment, he is surprisingly democratic
and approachable. The hereditary in-
fluences of generations of scientltsts have
broadened his mind so that he is a po-
litical philosopher rather than an aris-
tocrat.

Count Cassini is tall, with a military
bearing. He wears a grey moustache
and has fine eyes; kindly, quiet, clear, g.

He speaks good English.
Count de Cassini talked very freely to

a newspaper man who saw him at the
embassy yesterday. He refused to discuss
many subjects necessarily, and on others

Tie expressed simply personal opinions in
an Informal way, which .were tiot intend-
ed to be quoted.

Several sentences of his conversation,
however, evidently were not meant to be
for the reporter alone. They are trans-
lated in a very free manner from the
French in which the conversation was
held:
' "Russia has agreat'and not lessening
friendship for you Americans. It may be
my endeavor to make this good will
stronger while T am In America.

"We are also friendly to Spain.
"I do not believe that Germany will

zaro to purchase the Philippines from
Spain or to take any steps in the disposi-
tion of the islands until the United States
has indicated Its views clearly.

"I do not believe that an Anglo-Americ-

alliance would be productive of good
to America. There is, very naturally, to
many people an attractiveness in this idea
of a union of two peoples of the same
race. I believe that this present sugges-
tion has prevented 'many who favor the
idea from looking forward to the results

which reasonably may be expected to fol-

low from its consummation. The policies
and methods and aims of the two gov-

ernments are entirely so dissimilar."
Count do Caselnl said nothing of the

terms of peace between America and
Spain.

There was much evidence in the freedom
with which the ambassador spoke? on
many subjects of a desire to win the per-

sonal kind regard pf Ahiericans imme-
diately. It was as if ln this first interview
with an American newspaper man he de-

sired to bo democratic in democratic
America. It was a simplicity that was a
superb diplomacy.

BIG GTJ3STS TESTED.

SntlMfuetery Tu licet Practice nt Fort
AVtwlNwortli.

New York, June 18. The expert artil-
lerists at Fort Wadsworth, one of the big
guardians of New York, have tried the
four ten-inc- h modern ritles recently
placed in position. The guns are of the
disappearing type and worked beautifully
and did what they were expected to do
in the manner in which they were expect-
ed to do it. A mistake was made with
the range fielders the first two shots and
the great projectiles went short.

The third shot carried away the target,
wh"ich was only six feet square, at a dis-

tance of 9,500 yards. Then the cannoneers
went to the second gun and did as well.
After tho second shot to the left every
shot but on6 that did not actually strike
the target was an absolute liner that is,
fell either in front or just over the tar-
get. Two of the targets were demolished
and two shots struck precisely on the
game spot.

Tho only shot that went astray did not
really go astray, because it went where it
was aimed, but it was aimed wrong. The
receiver undorstood the observer to tele-
phone to him to lay the gun at an angle
of 330 degrees, while the observer really
said 320 degrees; so tho shot fell wide,
ihough tho distance was all right.

Twelve shots in all were fired. Of these
two were distinctly wide, three hit the
targets and seven would have fallen on
a vessel's deck if ono had been there.

TO TAKE POSSESSION.

The President to Imhuc it Proclama-
tion Annexing: the Philippines.

One of the most Important pieces of
intelligence yielded by Administration
sources yesterday was the fact that the
President has in course of preparation, or
has, perhaps, already prepared, two proc-

lamations, one declaring the actual ex-

istence of a provisional American Gov-

ernment in tiie Philippines and the other
declaring the intention of the United
States to establish such a government.

The Administration Is watching with
intense interest every development In the
East and is In close touch with the atti-
tude of the various European powers.
Should complications in the immediate
future make it necessary a proclamation
declaring the Intention of the United
States to establish a American govern-
ment In the Philippines will be Issued to
forestall any action from other sources.

If possible the proclamation "declaring
Intention", will be withheld until an in-

vasion of the Philippines by the first ex-

pedition is well under way and then a
proclamation declaring the existence of a
provisional government in the Islands
will probably be issued, and also at the
same time the appointment of a collec-
tor of customs for the Philippines, who
presumably will be James F. Evans, of
San Francisco, will be announced.
Jin issue In the Philippines is near at

hand. It is the intention of the Admin-
istration to proclaim a provisional gov-
ernment in the islands before the Insur-
gents have accomplished the rail of Ma-
nila, thus practically assuming control
of the Philippines.

It Is said that either proclamation, the
one "declaring intention" or the one de-
claring the actual existence of American
suzerainty In the islands, is ready to be
issued at a moment's warning. It Is clear-
ly the intention ofuhe Administration to
anticipate any and all possibilities that
might operate to embarrass this Govern-
ment in its purpose to hold the Philip-
pines.

The reported sale of the islands to Ger-
many has developed 'nothing yet, so far as
known, but the State Department will be
kept informed by American representa-
tives in Europe of any near approach to
the consummation of such negotiations
and such information will be the signal
for issuing one or the other of the procla-
mations.

In view of, a- - possible crisis in the Phil-
ippines a brief glance at international
law governing occupation and provisional
military government is of some interest.

All International law authorities agree
that when a district or a province has
fallen into the hands of an Invading force
the political status of the inhabitants is
at once changed. The sovereignty of the
former government Is suspended and the
allegiance of the inhabitants dissolved.
During the occupation they become sub-
ject to such laws an the conqueror may
choose to impose. No other laws can, in
the nature of things, be obligatory upon
them, for where there is no protection or
sovereignty there can be no claim to obe-
dience.

Firm military occupation transfers all
the rights of the displaced sovereign to
the victor and he may, therefore, use the
public property as he sees fit and appro-
priate to himself the rents and taxes de-

rived from it.
Military occupation must be distin-

guished from compfeto conquest. The
former Is only a temporary state lasting
during the war while the latter Is per-
manent and Its conditions are provided
for in the final terms of peace.

The port of San Francisco was con-
quered by the United 'States as early as
1840. Shortly afterward the United States
had military possession of all upper Cal-
ifornia. Early in 1S$7 the President, as
constitutional Commander-in-Chi- of the
army and naVy. authorized- - the com-
mander of our military and naval forces
to exercise the belligerent rights of con-
queror and to form a civil government for
the conquered country and to impose du-

ties on imports and tannage as military
contributions "for the support .of the Gov-
ernment and the army of conquest.

It is to be expected that such a policy
will be pursued In the Philippines unless
other complications .arise to make more
summary measures necessary.

SPEAKER- HEED AT WOBK.
?

The House Receives Him "With.
Silence.

Speaker ,Reed walked into the House
promptly at? noon seized the
gavel and struck the desk a blow that
spoke well for his physical power. He
looked weljin tart, showed no signs of
sorious Illness. He was dressed in a new
suit of gray.,.

It was significant that the Speaker,
whose entry hitbrrto after any period
of absence for any cause were greeted
with hearty applause, was received in
absolute silence. Resentment at the
Speakers course in relation to Hawaiian
annexation spoke eloquently In yester-
day's silence.

Flynn's Business College, Stn and TC.
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WASHINGTON,

COMPACT DIPLOMACY SOI ONE NIGHT'S REST

Marines at Camp McCalla Pass

a Quiet Night.

HARASSING THE ENEMY

SimninrdN Short of Food nml Am-

munition Seven Coi.riern Captur-
ed With Importnnt Information
Ucn. Perez Visits Cpiiiii nud ck

it Bombardment Snitiug;:

Camp McCalla, Guantanamo Bay, June
17. 0 a. m. Throughout Thursday night
for the first time since the Panther land-
ed Col. Huntington's 000 marines and
Richard Silvey raised the Stars and
Stripes above the ruins of the Spanish
blockhouse, a week ago, not a shot was
fired either by the Americans or by the
Spaniards. The vigilance of the marines,
however, has not been relaxed in the
slightest degree, although the Spaniards
are believed to have been thoroughly
cowed.

The camp was Thursday
evening by the arrival of forty-seve- n

more Cubans under the command of the
insurgent leader Major General Pedro
Perez, the commanding officer of the Cu-

ban forces in the district of Guantanamo.
Gen. Perez was in the vicinity of San-
tiago when he heard of the bombard
ment of Caimanera by the Americans. It
was his impression that the American
marines were making a land attack and
he Immediately hurried forward with 350
men to assist them.

The Suwanee took Gen. Perez and the
forty-seve- n men who accompanied him
to the camp off a point of land at the
western entrance to the harbor and put
them on board the Marblehead. Asthe
Cuban leader stepped on board the war-
ship the Marblehead fired a major gen-
eral's 'salute and ran the Cuban Hag up to
her masthead.

Ctiliau General In Camp.
Later Gen. Perez paid a visit to the

camp, where he had a long talk with
Lieut. Col. Huntington. Gen. Perez put
Col. Huntington in possession of a com-
plete description of the surrounding
country and assured him that his force
of marines could easily hold its own
against 5,000 Spaniards, so advantageous
was his position.

Gen. Perez and his staff left the camp
and rejoined the insurgents today. Com-
mander McCalla Is sending a supply of
rations for Gen. Perez's 350 men by one
of the New York Sun's dispatch boats.

Three days ago, whl:. cren. Perez and
his men were guarding the road between
Caimanera and Santiago they captured
a courier bearing a letter from Gen. a,

commanding the Spanish troops at
Caimanera, addressed to Gen. Linares,
the Spanish commander at Santiago. The
letter was concealed beiween the layers
of leather forming the seat of the cou-
rier's saddle and was very important, as
it showed the extent of the peril to which
the Spanish troops at Caimanera were
subjected by the landing of the Ameri-
cans, backed by the warships in the har-
bor. The letter said that th Snnnish
garrison at Caimanera had been on half
rations for two weeks and would starve
unless they received aid very soon.

The Spanish gunboat Sandoval, Gen.
Perega wrote, had but seven shells re-
maining, which practically left her un-

armed. The Sandoval has two mod-
ern rifles in her armament.

Gen. Perega also wrote in an Indignant
strain of the landing of the Americans
on Cuban soil, saying that the Yankees
calmly sat down as though they owned
the country.

"But," he added, "as soon as the next
Spanish fleet arrives we will drive the
Yankees out."

Seven Couriers Cnntnrcil.
Within a week the Cubans captured

seven Spanish couriers on the road be-

tween Santiago and Caimanera. All of
these save one were hanged as spies. The
exception was a German who was caught
three days ago. He contended that he
was trying to reach the American fleet
at Santiago, but the fact that he was half
way on the road to Caimanera was not
accepted as suportlng the contention. The
court martial In his case have not re-

ported.
A body of Spaniards who were trying

to reach Guantanamo from Sagua de Tan-am- o

were hounded all the way by Cu
bans, and many of them were killed.

For several days the Spaniards had
been sneaking along the beach and be-

hind the trees on the western shore of
Guantanamo Bay. On Thursday the
second mate of your dispatch boat Pre-

mier and sharp-eye- d Gunner Kelly, of
the collier Sterling,, reported that a small
body of Spanish troops were on the
Bhore, which was within 1,200 yards'
range. Commander McCalla was at
luncheon at the time. Capt. Sigsbee, of
the St. Paul, said that he would have a
little target practice. He decided, how-

ever, to defer action until morning.
Shortly before 9 o'clock next morning

(Friday) signals went up from the Mar-

blehead, and her fighting crew saw Com-

mander McCalla on the bridge. Every
man was alert. The Suwanee was or-

dered to proceed slowly to the entrance
of the tortuous and thickly-mine- d chan-

nel.
The big battleship Oregon had just ar-

rived from Santiago and was coaling.
She was alongside of the collier Scln

dia, a short distance away.
MnrMchcnd Opens Fire.

The newspaper boats were ordered out
of range of the St. Paul and at 9 o'clock
the Marblehead opened her port batteries
of about 1,500 yards' range,
upon Hicacal Point, whle the little Suwa-
nee raced toward Hospital Cay.

Soon the St. Paul showed that her gun-

ners were eager for practice and her
fairly belched in unison with

the guns of the Marblehead and Suwanee.
She started at the water line and found
the range quickly, raining shells up and
down the hills and beach where the
Spaniards had been lurking.

Capt. Clark, of the Oregon, was busy
coaling, but he let his men in the fight-

ing tops work their small guns. The Dol-
phin chipped in toward the end and the
collier Scindia let drive her forward three-pound- er

just to show that American col- -

Hers earn the right "to wear war paint.
When Commander McCalla gave the or-

der to cease firing, twenty minutes after
the action commenced, your correspond-
ent saw Spaniards scampering to the
village of Canos, at the head of the har-
bor, and shortly afterwards a railway
train moved away to the eastward, pre-

sumably carrying troops.
The Marblehead had fired twenty-thre- e

shots from her on the poop
deck, eight from her aft, and
four from her forward gun. She also
fired one five-inc- h shrapnel shell. All of
these shots were fired from the port bat-
tery. Most of the shots were fired at

yards range. As usual, the "old man,"
as his crew affectionately term Command-
er McCalla, personally directed each trick
of gunners.

TO CALL A CAUCUS.

Certain Democratic Membera May
lie DiMCipllned.

A movement is on foot to call a caucus
of Democrats of the House next Monday
or Tuesday. The party leaders want to
put a stop to the practice of individual
members Interposing to prevent the con-
sideration of measures deemed essential
for the prosecution of tne war.

At this period, so near the end of the
session, these measures can be brousht
before the House only by unanimous con-
sent. Members of the minority party
who are charged with no responsibility I
of leadership have been objecting in-

discriminately to such bills, and the
whole party has to suffer the odium.

ft WAR COUNCIL CULLED

Plans for Destroying Camara's

Fleet Discussed.

HE MUST BE FOUGHT AT SEA

The Delay In Getting Off the Shnf-t- er

Expedition Ileinjc Felt More
Than Ever Santiago to He Taken
tut Quickly ns Possible Then Por-
to

It
Hlco Cum urn DeMtimitiou Be-

lieved to Be Our Coast.

The President called a council of war
shortly after 1 o'clock yesterday. Those
present were Secretaries Long and Alger,
Assistant Secretary Meiklejohn, Major
Gen. Miles, Admiral Slcard and Capt. Ma-ha- n,

the two last being members of the
Strategy Board.

The occasion for calling the war direc-

tors into conference resulted from the
positive information that Camara's Ca-

diz fleet has at last sailed, and likewise
the determination of the President to hur-

ry the Porto Rican and Cuban-- invasions
through other hands than Gen. Mlles's.

It is believed that the Administration
has definite intelligence concerning the
destination of Camara's fleet. It is fur-

ther believed that Camara is headed for
this side of the Atlantic.

If such be the case, and there is little
doubt of It, considering the trend of im-

mediate activities on the part of the War"
Board and the Administration, Sampson's
fleet, or some part of It, will be ordered
to meet Camara somewhere on tht high
sea and destroy him. It Is not the inten-
tion of the Administration to give the Ca-

diz fleet an opportunity to get into West
Indian waters and repeat the maneuvers
of Cervera.

Secretary Long laid before the coun-

cil a communication from Admiral Samp-

son wherein he complained in vigorous
terms of the delay in getting land

to his aid.
Never before has the Administration so

fully appreciated the loss of valuable
time entailed by the delay of the San-

tiago expedition. Naval experts agree
that the capture of Santiago and eastern
Cuba can be accomplished in time to al-
low Sampson to meet the Spanish fleet,
barring unforeseen contingencies, but a
slight miscarriage of plans might prove
exceedingly unpleasant.

It is said that Gen. Miles's representa-
tions have not convinced the Adminis-
tration of the necessity ror delaying the
Cuban Invasion until October. In fact,
it is understood that his advice in this
regard will be but lightly considered.
AVhy war cannot be waged in Cuba dur-

ing the Summer, with some degree of
success expected in Santiago and Porto
Rico, is not clearly understood. It is
known that the Administration considers
Cuba proper and Havana less important
from a strategic point of view than San-
tiago and Porto Rico, but there is every
reason to believe that the President has
urged the speedy invasion of northern
Cuba for the purpose of establishing a
base of supplies from whence to

with the insurgents.
It seems to be a well defined policy of

the Administration to delay an attack
upon Havana, with the hope, perhaps,
that it will eventually surrender without
a fight.

But the consideration now
is to prevent Camara's fleet from becom-
ing a menace to the West Indian plan of
campaign, and it is hoped that this can
be accomplished.

NEASING THE BATTLEFIELD.

Gen. Shafter's Army Honrly Expect-
ed nt Camp McCalla.

It is thought at the War Department
that the Santiago army of invasion, under
Major Gen. Shatter, is nearing Guanta-
namo, and news of Its arrival at Camp
McCalla, where Lieut. Col. Huntington's
marines are stationed, is hourly ex-

pected.
The route was, by way of Cape Maysi,

at the eastern extremity of Cuba, which
is the one usually taken by vessels on
going from Key West to Santiago and
Guantanamo.

Several thousand men will be lanUd at
Caimanera to the marines . nd
to assist in the capture of Guantanamo,
which will make an excellent base of sup-
plies. The balance of the army will land
at two points between Santiago and
Guantanamo as outlined in The
Times three weeks ago.

Arrangements have been made for the
of the forces of Gen. Garcia

and the army of Gen. Shafter. Gen.
Garcia is believed to have under his im-

mediate command 15.000 Cubans. Capt.
Dorst completed the arrangements
whereby they were armed, 7,500 rifles and
1,000,000 rounds of ammunition being fur-
nished them for that purpose.

The capture of Guantanamo is not con-
sidered a very difficult military under-
taking. It should be accomplished
speedily. It Is not believed that San-
tiago can now be taken as readily as it
might have been a week ago. The de-

lay in sending the army to Santiago has
afforded the Spaniards an opportunity
to strengthen the defenses of the place.
Thev are believed to have dismounted 'many of the guns on Cervera's fleet and
placed them at advantageous positions
commanding the approaches to the city,

y

SPAIN DESIRES PEACE

A Movement Looking to Its Es-

tablishment Contemplated.

REVOLUTION IS THREATENED

Ihe Imminent Dnnpjer of a Bloodj
Civil Strife Deters Lender Frowl
Proposing: Negotiation Forma.

. tion of Fusion Cabinet Sucrscstcd
CrlKln Only I'ostpot eil, Xot Avert-

ed, by Delay.

(Special Cablegram Copyrighted.)

London. June IS. The following infor-
mation comes to the London office ef the
New York Sun from a source at Madrid
which has proved reliable on several Im-

portant occasions during the past few;

months. I give it without reservation,
although it was sent me merely for my;

personal understanding of the situation.
It is from Spaniards of high standlmr

and patriotic in their sympathies, but
cannot conceive that the publication

of these truths in America will in any.
way damage the Spanish cause:

The leaders In both political parties and
all people In the higher ranks in Ssain.
who are not Identified with politics are
amadous tc put an end to the war at the
earliest possible moment on terms not
compromising to the national

It is proposed to accomplish this
by the formation of a "nattonal
cabinet," composed of a fusion of dif-

ferent parties."
Senor Silvela is the chief figure In this

movement, and it has the support of sev-

eral members of the Sagasta cabinet
and also of Moret, Martinez Camros,
Polavieja and Yamaxo.

Danger of Revolt.
Such a plan at first glance seems easily

feasible, and one wonders why it is: not
promptly acted upon. The reason is that

will almost certainly precipitate a rev-
olutionary movement which will only too
probably succeed. In fact, the danger fs
so great that the Conservative and Lib-
eral leaders combined are not yet abJe
to muster up the courage to face it.

Its success depends mainly on whether
the army can be relied upon to obey or-

ders, for it Is fully recognized that a cer-
tain amount of force is absolutely neces-
sary for the execution of such a policy.

The nation would Instantly divide into
war and peace parties. Weyler, Robledo.
the Carilsts and the anarchist and so-

cialist elements In the masses would at
first be included In a heterogeneous war
party. The army would hold the bela nee
of power, but the army In such an emer-
gency is not to be relied upon by either
side. There would be very soon after the
crash came a different marshaling of
forces. It would be anarchy, socialism.
and revolutionary republicanism array-
ed against revolutionary Carlism.

Then the Carlists would probaWy re-
ceive the support of nearly all the Con-
servative and religious
element In Spain, and, of course, the pres-
ent dynasty would be swept away.

Spoin'ti Deipernte Peril.
My informant, although himself in fa-

vor of peace, is of the opinion that even
the Liberal and Conservative combination
above proposed for that end wouM not be
strong enough to carry out the program
and that the attempt to do so would
plunge the country into civil war, aad
far worse evils than the prolongation Of
the present contest, until, perchane,
something shall happen to moderate the
desperate perils of the situation.

Meantime those Spaniards, who are still
animated by patriotism may well ir.

All the public men of the eountry
know as well as the rest of the world thmt
Spain is conducting a hopeless and farci-
cal war. They are anxious to sue for
peace, but the price of peace at thir mo-

ment would be a bloody civil strife which
at best would bring to the throne tn
upstart pretender and a hungry horde
adventurers eager to plunder the already
impoverished state. It is no mystery,
therefore, why Spain should still keep On
fighting or pretending to flght, but after
all Spain's domestic crisis is only post-
poned not averted by the delay.

I learn this week that throughout
southern Spain, including Linares. Gran-
ada, Jerez and Seville, the poverty and
misery existing are scarcely less

than in Cuba. Linares, a Mg- - min-
ing center, is ripe for revotut on an-
archic lines.. i.

The Carlist's Opportunity.
Opinion at Madrid is divided as to

whether the- - revolt will first break ttt
at Linares or Barcelona. If the revolu
tion takes an anarchic form at tht out-

set, which will probably be the case I
the national peace cabinet pkta is not
attempted, there can be no doubt th.tt
the Carlists will seize the opportunity -

offer themselves as the sole bulwark
against infidelity and the general dis.nte-grati- on

of all social order.
The question already arises whether

they will not soon seek to create this
opportunity if it does noe arise sponta-
neously. The opinion is held by many
Spaniards who have no sympathy with
the Carlists that events are rapklly shap-
ing themselves so that the outcome of
the inevitable crisis will be that Carlism
must urevail.

It Is not true that there Is any open
talk of peace either in the press or by the
public. At Madrid every effort Is made
to create the impression that the United
States bitterly repents its rashly under-
taking war. Bennett's newspaper has
been of immense assistance to the Span-
ish authorities in this direction.

Mislendin;; SpnniHlt Press.
Ingenious efforts are also made to de-

monstrate the embarrassment of the
American position. This in the Imparelal
of Wednek. is a good example:

"The Washington Government is In a
dilemma. It reallizes that If the Ameri-
can troops fail to take Manila it places
Itself in a most ridiculous position before
the world, and if they do take It they will
have to face a grave problem. Under the
circumstances an inclination. towards an.
end, of the war would seem but natural ia
America, but this Is not the case. The
gieat majority of the people fancying
that the landings in Cuba and", Porto Rico
and the arrival of for
Dewey will give them an easy and de-

cisive victor-- . This belief would be
enormously strengthened If we wore to
ask peace now.

"Should Spain solicit pardon and tho
future friendship of the States never
should we forget that we have to do with
a nation of shop-keepe- rs and experts
haggling over their war wares. If they
were to receive our demand before their
offier was made the result would be an
expensive transaction. At all events we
cannot get it much cheaper 'than, by let-
ting matters take rtie natural course.

$l.o to naltimore and Retnrn. SI ."

Via Pennsylvania Itallroud.
Tickets on sale Sunday, June 19, re

turning, good until Mondav, June 20. All
trains except Congressional Limited. It


